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1T h e  I n d i c a t o r
Third Annual Chautauqua, June 1-3, 1995
The Friends of the  U niversity  of Iow a L ibraries w ill p re se n t 
their th ird  an n u a l C h au tau q u a , June 1-3, 1995. E n titled  "T he 
D ream  an d  th e  Deal: Federal S u p p o rt of th e  A rts a n d  Public 
Projects in  th e  1930s" the  p ro g ram  will a d d re ss  th e  n a tio n 's  
reaction an d  resp o n se  to  th e  G reat D epression . P lan n ed  th is 
year to  coincide w ith  th e  A n n u a l A lum ni R eun ion  W eekend  
an d  h o u sed  in  a trad itional C h au tau q u a  ten t, th e  p ro g ram  will 
offer the  tw o  key  in g red ien ts  of all C h au tau q u as , education  
an d  en te rta inm en t.
The celebration  beg ins T hu rsday , June 1, w ith  a picnic an d  
b an d  concert h o s ted  by  th e  U niversity  A lum ni A ssociation. O n  
Friday a n d  S a tu rday , June 2 a n d  3, the  schedu le  fea tu res 
p resen ta tio n s  on  the  p h o to g rap h y , politics, lite ra tu re , m usic, 
thea ter, an d  public  pro jects of th e  1930s. The U niversity  
Libraries has significant m ateria l in  m an y  of th ese  a rea  a n d  will 
m o u n t an  exhibition  in  th e  N o rth  Lobby of the  M ain  L ibrary 
show casing  these  rich ho ld ings.
N ick N a tan so n , an  Iow a A m erican  S tud ies Ph .D . w h o  cu r­
ren tly  serves as an  arch iv ist in  the  p h o to g rap h ic  section  of the  
N ational A rchives, W ash ing ton , D .C ., will be  th e  fea tu red  
Friends d in n er speaker in  ad d itio n  to  lec tu ring  on  the  C h au ­
tauqua  stage. N a ta n so n 's  w o rk  deals  w ith  th e  p h o to g ra p h y  
project of the  Farm  Security  A d m in is tra tio n  in  the  1930s.
O ther C h au tau q u a  lec tu rers are P rofessor Rebecca C onard , 
public h isto rian  from  W ichita S tate U niversity , w h o  will 
p resen t he r s tu d y  of the  role th e  C ivilian C onservation  C orps 
p layed  in  develop ing  the  Iow a State Park  system , a n d  P rofessor 
K athleen Farrell of the  Iow a C om m unica tion  S tud ies D ep art­
m en t w ho  will d iscuss the  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e en  politics a n d  
literature  d u rin g  th e  th irties ferm ent.
In  add ition  to  the  abov em en tio n ed  lectu res, th e  C h au tau q u a  
will featu re  tw o  staged  read in g s of Federa l T hea tre  m a n u ­
scripts, a p resen ta tio n  by  th e  Iow a C ity Footliters of Jam es
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a n d  several show ings of 1930s films.
The th ree  day  ev en t cu lm inates w ith  a recep tion  a n d  concert 
o p en in g  th e  exhibition  in  the  L ibraries' N o rth  Lobby, "The 
D ream  a n d  the  D eal."
The F riends of th e  U niversity  Libraries w an t to  share  this 
exciting ev en t w ith  all com m unities: the  cam pus, the  city, and  
the  sta te . If y o u  w o u ld  like m ore in fo rm ation  or w o u ld  like to 
con tribu te  tim e or ideas, p lease  con tact M argaret R ichardson  at 
the  L ibraries (319)335-5626.
Memories of Chautauqua
C ircuit or " te n t"  C h au tau q u a  w as th e  offspring  of the  lyceum  
m o v em en t, w h ich  beg an  in  M assachusetts  a ro u n d  1826, a n d  of 
the  C h au ta u q u a  assem blies h e ld  a t Lake C h au tau q u a , N ew  
York, after 1874. L yceum  p rog ram s, a im ed  at self- 
im p ro v em en t, p ro v id ed  lectu res a n d  d iscussions on  literary, 
scientific, a n d  m oral topics. A fter the  Civil W ar, lecture book­
ing  agencies such  as the  R ed p a th  L yceum  B ureau schedu led  
ap p earan ces  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try  by  such  p ro m in en t fig­
u res  as S usan  B. A n th o n y , P.T. B arnum , H en ry  W ard  Beecher, 
W ilkie Collins, M ark  Tw ain, a n d  R alph  W aldo Em erson.
A t abou t th e  sam e tim e, the  first of a long  sequence of 
educationa l su m m er sessions w as cond u c ted  at Lake C h au tau ­
qua. O rig inally  relig ious in  teno r, th ese  sessions soon  g rew  to 
becom e a lm ost a su m m er un iversity  w ith  courses offered by 
th e  C h au tau q u a  N orm al School of L anguages a n d  a school of 
lib rary  tra in ing .
A s th e  p o p u larity  of th e  in stitu tiona l C h au tau q u a  grew , it 
becam e clear th a t all in te res ted  peop le  could  n o t travel to 
w e s te rn  N ew  York for th e  sum m er. Soon in d e p e n d e n t C h au ­
tau q u as  w ere  estab lished  in  sm all cities in  s ta tes  such  as 
M ichigan, O hio , Illinois, K ansas, an d  Iow a. These sessions 
sh a red  m an y  characteristics w ith  th e  lyceum  p rogram s, so it 
seem ed  on ly  n a tu ra l th a t lyceum  b u rea u s  offered som e of their 
m ore  p ro m in e n t lec tu rers a n d  p erfo rm ers to  the  in d ep e n d e n t 
C h au tau q u as . A s one m igh t easily  infer, th e  efficient m anage­
m en t of travel a n d  book ing  da tes  p o sed  a p rob lem  for lyceum
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quas. In 1904, K eith  V aw ter of the  R edpath  L yceum  B ureau, 
w ho  w as from  Iow a, m oved  to w ard  a so lu tion  by  lau n ch in g  the  
first C h au tau q u a  circuit. In  effect, R ed p a th  offered  a package 
deal to tow ns w ish in g  to  sp o n so r a C h au tau q u a . The agency  
w ou ld  supp ly  th e  ta len t, ten ts  for o u td o o r show s, advertis ing , 
an d  w ork  crew s.
T ow n boosters  h a n d le d  the  advance  ticket sales a n d  g u a ra n ­
teed  the  contract w ith  R edpath . W hile circuit C h au tau q u a  
p resen ta tio n s  in c luded  en te rta in in g  pe rfo rm ances, th e  ed u ca ­
tional tone  of in stitu tiona l C h au tau q u a  a n d  lyceum  w as n ever 
ab andoned , so local su p p o rt o ften  rose from  a sense  of civic 
pride.
By 1912 there  w ere  circuit C h au tau q u a  offices th ro u g h o u t the  
U n ited  S tates p rov id ing  a varie ty  of book ing  n e tw o rk s  w h ich  
covered the  coun try  form  N o rth  C arolina to  N ew  M exico an d  
from  M ichigan to  M ississippi. S hortly  after W orld  W ar I, th ere  
w ere tw en ty -one  circuits p ro v id in g  p ro g ram s for 8,520 to w n s 
an d  35,449,750 peop le . W hile C h au tau q u a  w as a n a tio n w id e  
m ovem ent, Iow a w as alw ays a t its center.
A t the  h e ig h t of its p o p u larity , te n t C h au tau q u a  could  offer 
a w eek-long  sequence  of p ro g ram s for each  to w n  o n  its docket. 
There w ou ld  be perfo rm ances by  lec tu rers, h u m o ris ts , actors, 
in terp re ta tive  readers, m usicians, o r m agicians. U sually  abou t 
half of a C h au tau q u a  p ro g ram  consisted  of m usic. O n e  could  
expect Sw iss bell ringers, o rchestras, glee clubs, s tring  qu arte ts , 
oratorio  artists, an d  e thn ic  bands. G ran d  opera  s ta rs  such  as 
Alice N eilson  an d  M adam e S chum ann-H eink  to u re d  w ith  
C hau tauqua. T here m igh t be a dram atic  p rese n ta tio n  by  a 
g roup  like the  Ben G reet P layers, a d e m o n stra tio n  of scu lp tu ra l 
technique by  L orado Taft, or som e m agic a n d  v en triloquy  by  
the  yo u n g  Edgar Bergen.
The backbone of C h au tau q u a  w as the  lectu re , how ever. 
Religion, tem perance , a n d  politics p ro v ed  to  be th e  m ost 
po p u lar subjects. Before rad io  becam e a valuab le  cam paign  
tool, politicians fo u n d  to u rin g  w ith  circuit C h au tau q u a  a usefu l 
w ay  to  gain  na tiona l exposure . W arren  H ard in g  a n d  H erbert
http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol62/iss1
4H oover d id  so. In  th e  early  years  of th is cen tu ry , the  P rogres­
sive M ovem en t o w ed  m uch  of its success to  the  forum s 
p ro v id ed  by  C h au tau q u a . R obert La Follette, W illiam Jennings 
B ryan, Joseph  Folk, an d  H iram  Johnson  to u re d  the  circuit in  an  
effort to  u n d e rm in e  th e  " s ta n d p a tte rs ."
For b e tte r  o r w orse , circuit C h au tau q u a  d id  n o t survive the 
1920s. Radio a n d  film took  their toll, as d id  sa tu ra tion  of the 
m arke t a n d  the  a lm ost inevitab le decline in  quality  of the 
p rog ram s. For several decades, how ever, C h au tau q u a  w as a 
vital force in  A m erican  cu ltu ral h istory . It b ro u g h t new  infor­
m ation , op in ions, a n d  e n te rta in m en t to a sizable popu lation , 
h as te n in g  an  e n d  to  cu ltu ral isolation.
Som e of o u r  read ers  have  th e ir ow n  m em ories of C h au tau ­
q u a  a n d  below  are  som e of the ir rem iniscences.
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M y m other w as very  en thusiastic  ab o u t C h au tau q u a  an d  
in sisted  w e all, th ree  ch ild ren , m o th e r a n d  fa ther, each  have 
w eek-long  tickets. I d o n 't  rem em b er th e  price b u t it w as 
considered  fairly expensive in  o u r fam ily.
In the  m orn ing  9:30, 10:00 or so, som e of the  C h au tau q u a  
staff yo u n g  m en  a n d  w o m en  cond u c ted  crafts a n d  gam es for 
children. Som etim es the  a fte rnoon  p ro g ram  s ta rted  w ith  a half 
h o u r or so of m usic fo llow ed by  a lecture. M y m o th e r n ever 
insisted  w e ch ild ren  stay  for the  lectu re , b u t w e h a d  to  leave 
righ t after th e  m usic  p ro g ram  before the  lectu re  s ta rted .
I rem em ber the  w eek  as a fu n  tim e. Som e of o u r relatives 
from  nearby  to w n s an d  farm s w o u ld  com e a n d  I cou ld  p lay  
w ith  m y cousins. W e looked  fo rw ard  to  C h au tau q u a  each  year!
Marjorie Lyford
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In  the  early  1920's as a lad  g row ing  u p  in  Iow a C ity I looked 
fo rw ard  to  one an n u a l m id su m m er ev en t a t College Park (som e 
called it College G reen). The p a rk  w as only  a block aw ay, up  
the  D odge S treet hill a n d  th e  ev en t th a t took o u r tim e and  
a tten tio n  for a solid  w eek  w as C hau tau q u a . From  the  M onday 
m o rn in g  w h e n  w orkers p itched  th e  big te n t on  the  so u th w est­
e rn  q u a d ra n t of the  square  block un til th e  last perform ance on 
the  fo llow ing S u n d ay  even ing , C h au tau q u a  m onopo lized  ou r 
in terest.
I d o n 't  rem em b er the  sequence  of the  varied  perfo rm ances 
b u t th e re  w as alw ays a xy lophone perfo rm ance, a g roup
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ers, m usical g ro u p s, vocal a n d  in stru m en ta l, a S a tu rd ay  n ig h t 
play, com edy or d ram a. In  sum , e n te rta in m en t, in struction , 
edification, en ligh tenm en t.
The aud ience, sea ted  o n  fo ld ing  chairs, w as the  elite of Iow a 
City, p ro fessional an d  u n ivers ity  faculty , no  w o rk ing  class, few  
yo u n g  peop le , m ostly  m idd le  aged  or o lder, d ressed  u p , w ives 
an d  h u sb a n d s, th e  lad ies w earin g  h a ts , a n d  fan n in g  th e m ­
selves w ith  fans su p p lied  by  funera l hom es. M ost of the  
aud ience arrived  by  foot or s tree tcar so th ere  w as n o  pa rk in g  
p roblem  for the  few  cars on  the  ad jo in ing  s tree ts . The a u d i­
ences w ere  n e ith e r h u n g ry  n o r th irsty , un like  those  today . I 
d o n 't  rem em ber sales of soft d rin k s  th o u g h  ice cream  cones 
w ere  d isp en sed  by  v en d o rs  from  carts n e a r  the  en tran ce  a t the  
corner of College an d  Johnson  Streets. The cones w ere  sm all 
an d  the  one d ip  w as m iniscule, as a t th e  circus. The ice cream  
seem ed  to  m elt aw fully  fast a n d  w as a lw ays d rip p in g  d o w n  the  
cone.
W e n ever h a d  tickets for th e  perfo rm ances. W e sim ply  
w alked  in  from  the  rear w h ere  th e  te n t flaps w ere  ra ised  to  
perm it ven tila tion  on  accoun t of th e  h e a t u n d e r  th e  ten t. W e 
took o u r seats w h erev er th ere  w ere  vacan t ones w ith o u t let or 
h ind rance. N o one tried  to  keep  u s  out; th e re  w ere  alw ays 
em p ty  seats. A n d  w e  b eh av ed  ourse lves. The perfo rm ances 
w ere  h igh  en te rta in m en t from  o u r p o in t of v iew  a n d  o u r 
apprecia tion  w as reflected  in  o u r  m odel d ep o rtm en t.
Carl B. Cone
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From  A u g u s t to  A u g u st, w e w a ited  for C h au tau q u a  to come 
back to  O akland . In  th e  little w e ste rn  Iow a to w n  w h ere  I grew  
u p , C h au tau q u a  w as far a n d  aw ay  th e  m o st exciting even t of 
any  y ear in  o u r lives, a tim e w h e n  fam ilies from  m iles a ro u n d  
b ro u g h t th e ir  ten ts , the ir beds, th e ir cooking equ ip m en t to the 
w o o d ed  p a rk  o n  th e  b an k  of th e  N ish n ab o tn a  river to  be a part 
of th a t w o n d e rfu l m ix tu re  of en te rta in m en t an d  stim ulation  in 
a tim e w h e n  rad io  w as m ostly  static, the  peop le  in  m ovies 
d id n 't  talk, a n d  telev ision  w as som eth ing  th ey  w ere  experi­
m en tin g  w ith  in  electronic laboratories.
The big te n t w h ere  all action  took  place h a d  to be p u t u p  and  
all th e  boys in  to w n  h a d  to  be there  to  w atch  it h ap p e n . As w e 
g rew  o lder, w e w ere  som etim es even  pa id  m oney  to  perform  
som e of th e  m enia l tasks invo lved , th o u g h  w e 'd  have  pa id  for 
the  priv ilege h a d  it b een  necessary .
N ext cam e the  fam ily ten ts  (there  w ere  scores of th em  each 
year), w h ich  w e n t u p  in  th e  w o o d ed  area so u th  of th e  big tent. 
People  flocked in  from  farm s an d  sm all to w n s w ith in  a thirty- 
m ile rad iu s  of O ak land  to  sp e n d  the  w ho le  tim e the  C h au tau ­
qua  la s te d  — sleep ing  th ere , ea ting  there , socializing there.
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them  w ou ld  p u t u p  th e ir ten ts , too , a n d  ea t one  or tw o  m eals 
a day  a t th e  park .
A nd  th e n  cam e all the  s ta r a ttrac tio n s  — th e  p reachers , the  
politicians, th e  lady  e lecutionists, th e  Sw iss bell ringers, the  
gospel singers a n d  — b es t of a ll — th e  actors w h o  tra n sp o rte d  us 
to o th er places. Billy S u n d ay  w o u ld  be th ere  to  sanctify  u s , an d  
W illiam Jenn ings Bryan w o u ld  com e to exho rt u s. B ohum il 
K ryl's b rass b an d  w o u ld  stir u s , a n d  s tring  o rchestras w o u ld  
soothe us. The acting  com pan ies m ad e  u s  lau g h  u p roariously  
or sob in  sorrow . W e lived in  a d ifferen t w orld  from  th e  one  in  
w hich  w e sp en t th e  o th er fifty w eeks of th e  year.
I've som etim es reg re tted  th a t I d id n 't  take ad v an tag e  of the  
chance to  see C h au tau q u a  from  th e  o th e r side of the  footlights. 
A fter I 'd  g rad u a ted  from  h ig h  school, one  of th e  g ro u p s th a t 
p resen ted  those  w o n d erfu l p lays m ad e  m e an  offer to  sp e n d  
the  sum m er of 1930 do ing  the  circuit w ith  them . M y p a re n ts  
th o u g h t tha t, a t 16, I w as a little y o u n g  for th a t so rt of th ing . 
Probably th ey  w ere  righ t, b u t . ...
John M . Harrison
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N ew  W aterford , Ohio
I m u s t have  b een  ab o u t e igh t w h e n  I first sa t u n d e r  the 
b ro w n  canvas of a C h au tau q u a  ten t. It w as p itched  on  a lot 
across M ain  S tree t from  m y g ran d p a re n ts ' h o u se  in  N ew  
W aterfo rd , O hio , pop . 500. M y g ran d fa th e r w as the  tow n  
baker. C h au tau q u a  days req u ired  h im  to  m ore th a n  double  his 
w ork  in  o rd er to  bake  the  cookies the  ch ild ren  w a n te d  before 
th e  perfo rm ances began , a n d  the  b read  their fa thers  and  
m o th e rs  b o u g h t to take h om e in  their buggies, or, in  the  case of 
th e  m o st w ell-to-do , th e ir Fords an d  O verlands.
For th ree  years  ru n n in g  m y g ran d p a re n ts  saw  to  it th a t I h ad  
a five-dollar season  ticket, w h ich  ad m itted  m e, or som etim es 
m y  g ran d m o th er , to  all m atinees T uesday  th ro u g h  S un d ay  an d  
all even ing  perfo rm ances T uesday  th ro u g h  Saturday . Inside 
th e  ten t, th e re  w as a p la tfo rm  large e n o u g h  to  ho ld  a p iano , a 
lectern  (pu lp it w e called it), a n d  seats for five or six speakers 
a n d  perfo rm ers. T here  w as also a cu rta in ed  off section at the 
back of th e  p latfo rm  th a t se rved  as a d ress ing  room  an d  a place 
to  h id e  p ro p s. A lm ost as a ritua l w e k ids peaked  u n d e r  the 
cu rta in  of th is " d ress in g  ro o m " to  get a p rev iew  of the 
m yste rious de ligh ts  th a t aw aited  us. In  the  m ain  p a rt of the  ten t 
w ere  ab o u t tw o  h u n d re d  collapsible chairs carefully lined  u p  in 
row s of abou t tw e n ty  each  w ith  an  aisle d o w n  the  m iddle. 
W hen  th e  w e a th e r w as uncom fortab ly  h o t, w hich  it usually  
w as for m atinees, the  side cu rta ins w o u ld  be ro lled  u p  to let in  
w h a tev er breeze  w as stirring . O nce, I rem em ber, a th u n d e r­
sto rm  d u rin g  a perfo rm ance  m ade  it necessary  to  un ro ll the 
cu rta ins hastily , a n d  for the ir ow ners  to  ru sh  o u t to soo the  their 
h o rses  a n d  to  see th a t th ey  w ere  w ell h itched .
Before a perfo rm ance b eg an  th ere  w as alw ays a cheerful 
character a t th e  en tran ce  to  the  te n t w h o  p u n c h e d  tickets or 
took  cash. H e seem ed  to  k n o w  all th e  adu lts , for he  alw ays 
g ree ted  th em  personally . " H i, there , F red ,"  o r " G ood evening , 
M rs. R ob in son ."  O nce h e  d id  w o n d ers  for m y ego by  g reeting  
m e as " Big Fella ."  A n o th e r tim e he  asked  m e if I w as a tten d in g  
S u n d ay  school regularly .
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The p rogram s usua lly  o p e n e d  w ith  a h y m n  led  by  the  
" d irecto r"  an d  accom panied  o n  the  p iano  by  a m idd le-aged  
lady w h o  w o u ld  attack  the  keys w ith  g rea t v igor, u sually  
end ing  each verse  by  b o u n d in g  h e r  h a n d s  in to  the  air. N ext 
cam e the  an n o u n cem en ts , fo llow ed by  the  " ed ucationa l"  or 
" up lifting"  p o rtio n  of the  p rogram . Too often , it seem ed  to  u s  
boys, th is p a rt of the  p ro g ram  w as taken  over by  a m in iste r 
from  " an  easte rn  s ta te"  or a m issionary  from  " a d is ta n t la n d ."  
W e w ere lucky, w e th o u g h t, w h e n  the  speaker w as an  a u th o r­
ity on , say, the  p lan e ts  o r the  w ar th a t w as ju s t g e tting  s ta rted  
in  Europe.
The second p a rt of th e  p rog ram  w as th e  seg m en t w e really  
looked  forw ard  to: the  en te rta in m en t. O n  occasion, th o u g h , 
even  the  en te rta in m en t could  be p re tty  d re a ry —or ev en  h a r­
row ing , as I w as to  find  out. The m o st ted io u s  perfo rm ers  w ere  
the  sop rano  soloists a n d  m ixed q u arte ts  sing ing  sen tim en ta l 
songs th a t m ade o u r m o th ers  an d  g ran d m o th ers  dab  th e ir eyes 
w ith  their "h an k ie s ."  M uch be tte r, w e th o u g h t, w ere  the  
barber shop  q u arte ts , th e  Sw iss bell-ringers, or those  w h o  
p ro d u ced  tu n es  from  a line of tum b lers  p a rtly  filled w ith  w ater. 
M ost exciting of all, th o u g h , w as th e  occasional m agician  w ho  
puzz led  an d  deligh ted  u s  w ith  cards th a t w o u ld  a p p e a r  on
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o rd er o r ha lf do llars th a t w o u ld  som ehow  get lost an d  th en  
w o n d ro u sly  fall from  the  m ag ic ian 's  ears. O nce I w as asked  to 
climb on  stage to  assis t the  m agician. W hat an  exalting yet 
d read fu l m om ent! H alf of m e dearly  w an ted  to  perfo rm  in  front 
of m y  friends; the  o th e r ha lf w as too frigh tened  to  m ove. In the 
m o m en t I took  to  m aste r m y  agoniz ing  indecision , a farm  boy 
sitting  nex t to  m e ju m p e d  u p  a n d  in  a lo u d  voice offered 
h im se lf—a n d  w as read ily  accep ted  by  the  m agician. Partly  I 
w as relieved; p a rtly  I w as fu rious w ith  b o th  th e  farm  boy and  
the  m agician , w h o  h a d  su d d e n ly  becom e little less th an  a 
tra ito r in  m y eyes. A fter all, he  h a d  selected  m e, b u t h a d  taken  
a p u sh y  show off. It w as a searing  experience. Even today, 
a lm ost e igh ty  years  later, w ith  all th e  h a p p y  m em ories I have of 
C h a u tau q u as  n o t on ly  in  N ew  W aterford , O hio , b u t also in 
C h au tau q u a , N ew  York, the  cen te r of the  in stitu tio n 's  activi­
ties, I can  still feel a sligh t tw inge  of re se n tm e n t against the  boy 
a n d  the  m ag ic ian  — a n d  C h au tau q u as  in  general.
John Gerber
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Superintendent
I w as h ired  to  be w h a t th ey  called a su p e rin te n d e n t on  the  
C hau tauqua. H is p rinc ipal w ork  w as to  collect on  th e  cu rren t 
year's  contract an d  to  sign  u p  a n e w  con tract for th e  nex t year. 
There w ere  th ree-day , five-day, a n d  seven-day  C hau tauquas. 
O urs w as a five-day C h au tau q u a . This is h o w  it w orked . W ith 
a five-day contract deal, th ere  w o u ld  be five to w n s w ith  five 
n ig h ts  of ten t show s in  each one. T hey h a d  d a rn  good 
program s. The exciting p a rt for m e w as th a t I go t to  in troduce  
the  speakers o r talen t. I h a d  to  stay  in  th e  m ain  to w n  all five 
days b u t every  day  the  ta len t w o u ld  travel by  C hevro le t in  a 
ro ta tion  from  to w n  to to w n  a ro u n d  th e  circuit. If th ey  w ere  in  
a p lay  at one to w n  ton igh t, th ey  k n ew  th a t in  the  m o rn in g  they  
h ad  to get u p  an d  drive o n  to  the  nex t tow n . A t the  e n d  of five 
days, the  C h au tau q u a  w o u ld  m ove to  th e  nex t m ain  tow n , 
carrying its eq u ip m en t in  trucks. I rode  in  a te n t truck  a n d  
stayed  in  little ho tels, a room , o r o ften  slep t on  a cot in  th e  ten t.
Each to w n  h a d  a con tract calling for $1,200 a n d  if the  to w n  
d id n 't  have the  m oney  w h e n  w e arrived , th e  p eop le  h a d  to  d ig  
it u p . T hat's  w h a t m ade  it h a rd  a n d  finally caused  th e  C h au ­
tauqua  to p e te r ou t. People w o u ld n 't  p ay  th e  m oney . The 
su p e rin te n d e n t arrived  the  day  before the  p ro g ram s s ta rted  
a n d  w ou ld  im m ediately  beg in  to  h u n t  u p  every  one  w h o  h ad  
signed  the  contract to  ge t th em  to sign  for the  nex t year. O n  the  
fo u rth  n igh t, there  w o u ld  be w h a t w e p riva tely  called a 
"con trac t lec tu re"  to  p e p  u p  the  crow d  so th ey  w o u ld  feel like 
th ey  h a d  to have a n o th e r  C hau tau q u a . W e h a d  to  get e n o u g h  
signed  u p  for the  next y ea r 's  con tract to  go back to  the  tow n . I 
h ad  abou t fou rteen  to w n s th a t su m m er an d  I th in k  I s igned  
them  all b u t tw o. I h a d  p re tty  good  luck.
I w as also k ind  of in  charge of th e  opera tion . W e h a d  a big 
ten t w ith  tw o or th ree  poles, b o a rd  seats, a n d  a stage w ith  a 
p iano  on  it. I h a d  a te n t boy  a n d  a ju n io r girl. The ju n io r girl 
arrived in  to w n  several days ah ead  of everyone  else a n d  ran  
program s for th e  ch ild ren . This n o t on ly  k ep t the  ch ild ren  
in terested  b u t h e lp ed  a ttrac t the  adu lts . The te n t m an  w as
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su p p o se d  to  he lp  p u t  u p  the  ten t, keep  the  te n t stakes p lugged  
in , a n d  see th a t ev e ry th in g  m echanical w as w ork ing  right.
In  1929 ab o u t th e  on ly  en te rta in m en t in  sm all tow ns w as 
silen t m ovies. T here  w as  no  TV a n d  few  peop le  h a d  radios. 
C h au tau q u a  a n d  lyceum s w ere  a m atte r of g rea t in te rest to 
peop le  for b o th  en te r ta in m e n t a n d  education .
Herschel Langdon
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